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ABSTRACT

Qur main purpose for this project at the State Fi sh Hatchery,
Ashton, Idaho, is to support the fisheries managenent program of the
| daho Departnent of Fish and Ganme by cul turing catchable and fingerling-
size fish and stocking the | akes, reservoirs, and streanms of the five
(5) eastern Idaho counties that lie in Region 6.

Aut hor :

Hark L. M ssel dine
Fi sh Hatchery Superintendent 11



EARLY HI STORY

The State Fish Hatchery at Ashton is one of the oldest fish
hatcheries: in the state. Sone fish hatcheries in Fremont County
were producing fish in the late 1890's.

The fish hatchery at Ashton was started by the J. F. Honess
Ranch and Trout Conpany. They started fish culture work in 1909,
but sone sale of fish was done prior to that tinme. This private
fish culture venture continued until 1919, when the State of
| daho purchased the property. There were 15.6 acres of |and
pur chased whi ch bordered Bl ack Springs Creek on both sides
down to the county road and encl osed the water source known as
"Bl ack Springs."

M. J. F. Honess continued to run the fish hatchery for the
State of Idaho for a while after its sale. Sonme of M. Honess
hat chery hel pers were Gene Clark, Earl Tobler, David Larsen, and
Ceor ge | saacs.

George |saacs, first superintendent, took over the hatchery
fromM. Honess. George was probably the first State of Idaho
enpl oyee at the hatchery. He was appointed as fish conm ssi oner
inthis area

Past Fish Hatchery Superintendents:

John Franklin Honess - Omner, 1919 (wife Jessie)

George | saacs - 1920-1927 (approxi mately)
Becane first Fish Commi ssioner

R Grant Costley - 1927-1930
First Fish Hatchery Superint endent

J. E. (Gene) dark - 1930-1932
B. D Ainsworth - 1932-1947
Harvey Al brethsen - 1947-1977

Hark M ssel dine - 1977 - present



| NTRODUCT! ON

The | daho Departnent of Fish and Game has maintained this fish
culture station since its purchase for the rearing of trout for
stocking in the six (6) eastern Idaho counties. These counties
enconpass the Upper Snake R ver watershed, including Canmas Creek,
Beaver Creek, Miud Lake, and Medici ne Lodge Creek area.

The State Fish Hatchery at Ashton is located in 'northern Frenont
County at an elevation of 5,275 feet above sea | evel on Black Springs,
with a spring water flow of 6 cfs and 51 F tenperature

PERSONNEL AND LABCR

The station operated as a fish culture project (03-18-307), with
two (2) permanent personnel and one tenporary fish culture aide (laborer)
working in a rotation schedule on a forty (40) hour week basis. Four-

t housand one hundred-sixty hours of |abor fromthe two permanent hatchery
personnel, plus 1,300 hours fromthe one tenporary |aborer and 400 hours
of overtine were used at the hatchery for nmintenance and production
This | abor totalled 5,860 nman-hours.

Wth the termination of the CETA and YACC programnms and the
cancel | i ng of Governnent Aide prograns through the State Enpl oynent
Departnent, this station needs at |east 1,500 hours of tenporary help
(labor) for the forthcom ng production year of 1983.

A reconmendation to nake this station into a "three-nman station”
is highly desirable. Wth three pernmanent personnel, no overtine
woul d be needed and nore hel p could be given to the regions who call
for help and be able to still have one nman avail able at the station
at all tines.

FI SH FEED USED

There was 50, 850 pounds of fish feed fed out during the year
32,600 pounds | ess than the previous year. This year's fish feed cost
was $10, 520. 90, conpared to $16, 330.57. This was our dry diet-type
feed. Also fed out was 300 pounds of Oregon Mist type diet at a cost
of $114.00. This feed was all received under state contract.



FI SH PRODUCTI ON

During the 1982 producti on season, we produced 137,604 catchabl e
sized rainbow with a total weight of 32,600 pounds; 103, 160 sub-
cat chabl e rai nbow were cultured, Wth a weight of 5,750 pounds. OQur
fingerling rai nbow production totalled 455,675 fish, with a weight of
2,444 pounds.

There were 497,250 cutthroat trout with a total weight of 2,210
pounds. Qur brown trout weighed 1,806 pounds, totalling 518, 881
fingerling up to three-inches |ong.

We cul tured 95,000 grayling sack fry with a weight of five
pounds. These eggs cane in from Daniel, Wom ng, Fish Hatchery and
were shipped to Hagerman and McCall hatcheries for planting. Plastic
bags wi th oxygen were used for these shipnents.

Ei ght een thousand four hundred forty-four brook trout were

recei ved fromthe Mackay Hatchery and held at Ashton for two nonths.
These were planted out at 250 pounds into Henrys Lake.

Production for the year was 1,826,014 fish wei ghi ng 42, 255 pounds.

FI SH EGES RECEI VED

Rai nbow  Cutt hroat Brown trout Grayling

West Virginia

VWi te Sul fur

Springs 245, 686
Hayspur 420, 540

Pl ynmout h
Rock Trout 590, 786

Henrys Lake 723, 988
Woning State
Dani el Hat chery 124, 000

Total eggs received: 2,105, 000




FI SH DI SEASE

The hatchery water supply is probably our major factor in breeding
our nost troubl esome disease, 'Bacterial G| Disease. This gil
probl em occurs in our young fry and fingerling fish when they start
feedi ng and overcrowding the 6 cfs water supply. If larger fish are
overcrowded, then this gill problemw || occur.

We use copper sulfate, Purina 4X, and curtrine as chenical agents
to control this disease

Chemicals are only a control vehicle, not a conplete cure. A
maj or change in our spring water supply systemis needed to correct
this problem Proper fish. density per cubic foot of water and water
flow are al so needed to keep this disease fromreoccurring. Reccomen-
dations have been made to our Bureau of Fisheries and Bureau of
Engi neeri ng.

Hexamita, Strawberry skin di sease, and external bacteria can be
controlled at this station with the use of epsomsalts and formalin.

STATI ON | MPROVEMENTS

We have built a new water-punping station. This systemis used
to load fish trucks, yard irrigation, and fire control. The water for
this systemis punped with a five-horse electric punp and a four-inch
pl astic pipeline connected to an "East Spring" water supply. During
the year, we also built a utility shed addition on the south side of
resi dence #2. Al inprovenents were done with hatchery crew | abor.

PUBLI C RELATI ONS WORK

We worked with and attended neetings of the |ocal sportsman
organi zations and the Forest Service and conpl eted our obligation
to the Tayl or Lawence and Truce ranches.

We had both noney and physical assistance from Trouts Unlimted,
a sportsnan organization of ldaho, Falls, ldaho, in helping with our
brown trout program Wth these people's assistance, our brown trout
were planted into Henrys Fork of the Snake, Warm River, and Robi nson
Creek.



RECOMVENDATI ONS

Priorities for future construction and i nprovenents at the Ashton
Fi sh Hatchery are chronologically' listed bel ow

1. Hatchery water supply reservoir dikes resurfaced with grave
and reservoir divided with gravel dike. Present dikes are
eroding with wind action and rodent burrows. Reservoir needs
dividing to elimnate ground surface pollutant fromentering
reservoir, and eventually total reservoir enclosure by means
of buried filteration system of springs.

2. Hatchery water supply overflow and east spring water supply
bei ng combined to supply water for two (2) new cenent
fingerling raceways |l ocated in old broodstock pond #2.

3. New well house built over present donestic cullinary water
supply well site. This would separate water supply in case
of fire and increase water pressure to the systemwith |ess
mai nt enance and better control of system

4, Uility shed constructed onto present three car garage
buil di ng and garage built onto residence #2.

NOTE: Pl ans and drawi ng for hatchery water supply reservoir
ref urbi shing has been furnished to the Boise Ofice
prior to this report.



